Analgesic efficacy and tolerability of diflunisal in oral surgery.
A double-blind, completely randomized study was carried out on 169 patients to compare the analgesic efficacy and tolerability of diflunisal with that of Veralgin after surgical removal of impacted third molars. One group received 1000 mg diflunisal (Donobid, MSD) 2 h preoperatively and then 500 mg twice daily for 2.5 days, and the other group Veralgin (aminophenazon. 286 mg, barbital. 114 mg, aethylmorph. hydrochlorid. 20 mg, Orion), a fixed combination widely used in Finland, 1 tablet twice daily beginning 2 h prior to operation. Visual analogue scales were used to estimate pain. Diflunisal was found to be superior in relieving pain in the early postoperative period, the associated frequency of adverse clinical experiences was lower and the final evaluation of analgesic efficacy by both the patients and the investigators, was in its favour. The study confirms that postoperative pain after third molar surgery can be controlled well without the use of mainly centrally acting combination analgesics.